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Tips & Chips  

April 2009  

Newsletter of the  

Denver Gem & Mineral Guild  

 
Published monthly from September through May by the Denver Gem & Mineral Guild.  E-mail exchange with other 
mineral club newsletters is invited.  Reprinting of material from this newsletter with proper attribution is 
encouraged. 

Visit our web site- http://home.comcast.net/~DenverGem 

      
 
 
President ï Joe Payne    Vice President - Krisanne Johnson    
jpayne@englewoodgov.org,   Krisanne.Johnson@uchsc.edu,               
303-783-0221 (H)    720-313-5617 (C)    
 
Secretary & Hospitality ï   Tips & Chips Editor ï             
Janie Bennett     Wayne Pound    
janiemube@comcast.net,   wpound@msn.com,   
303-986-9056 (H)    720-635-9314 (C)     
 
Treasurer & Grab Bags ï   Membership ï 
Ron Snelling     Dave Sanchez, 303-423-5206  
Ron.Snelling@draeger.com,    davesanchez10@earthlink.net,  
303-460-9656 (H)     
      Ways & Means ï  
Field Trips ï Bill Piety    Jim Dennis,  303-922-2903 
bpiety@aol.com, 303-420-4311 (H)  dennisjo2@msn.com, 
& Gideon Breithaupt    & Connie Garcia, 303-772-2048 (C) 
303-238-8344 (H)    ima1mama@hotmail.com,  
       
Historian ï Marjorie Payne          Board Member at Large- 
paynemarjorie@msn.com,   Karlene Fry, (303) 669-3016 (C) 
303-783-0221 (H)    mysticfry@q.com 
       
Web Master ï Bob Johnson    
Robert_Johnson@hotmail.com,     
303-985-8167 (H) 
http://home.comcast.net/~DenverGem  
         
     
 
 
 

Are you interested in serving as a Board Member?  If you want to 

learn more just ask Kris Johnson, our 2009 Vice President.  
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GUILD PROGRAM:  APRIL 10th, 2009 

 

"Our Specialty is Mineral Education..."  

by Jackie Dorr, Manager of the Mineral Information Institute (MII) 
 

The Mineral Information Institute (Mii) provides information and materials 
to teachers and students that result in an understanding that mineral and 
energy resources can be essential to society and can be produced in an 
environmentally and socially responsible manner. This presentation will be 
an introduction to our materials and how you can use Mii as your source 
for community outreach programs. 
 
The Mineral Information Institute is an affiliate of the SME Foundation. I 
have been working in the minerals industry for a number of years 
beginning with AMAX Inc., BHP Minerals, and I have been with the Institute 
for the past 10 years. I am also a member of Women In Mining (WIM), am a 
director of the WIM Education Foundation, and serve on the board of 
directors for the National Mining Hall of Fame and Museum in Leadville.   
 
      Jackie Dorr, Manager 
      Mineral Information Institute 
      An Affiliate of the SME Foundation 
      8307 Shaffer Pkwy 
      Littleton, CO 80127 
      303-277-9190   Fax 303-277-9198 

       
The meeting starts at 7:30 pm at the Geology Building, Berthoud Hall, at 1516 Illinois 
Street on the campus of the Colorado School of Mines in Golden.  Parking is on the north 
side and the entrance is on the south side. 

 
Jim Dennis & Gideon Breithaupt will be bringing the refreshments/food for the April 10

th
 regular 

meeting.  Dave Sanchez & Gideon Breithaupt will be bringing the hospitality beverage supplies. 

 
 
 

 April    April  

 Birthdays   Anniversaries  

 Scott Bennett  None? 
 Gera Blankenheim 
 Chris Tomkus 
 Sandy Walden 
 Karen Wenrich 
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D.G.M.G. BOARD REPORT  

 
President -  Joe Payne 

 

The Board meetings are currently scheduled as follows: 
March Board meeting will be April 3rd at 1648 Gaylord, Denver 80206, Krisôs office, park in back. 
April Board meeting will be May 1st Ron Snellingôs 
September board meeting will be October 2nd at Wayne Poundôs house 
October board meeting will be October 30th, location unknown 
November board meeting will be Dec 6th at the popcorn party Fred and Debbie Olson's house 
December (joint board) meeting will be Dec 28 or January 1st, 2010 and will be at Joe & Marjie's 
Payne's house 
 
 All members are invited to attend any board meeting and see the inner workings of our Club. 
 
 

 
Treasurer & Grab Bags  ï Ron Snelling 

We are seriously in need of grab bag specimens.  Please, fill those 5 gallon buckets with 
interesting minerals, fossils, and the like whenever you are out rock hounding, rummaging 
in the garage, or thinking about donating.  Thanks! 

 

Hospitality ï Janie Bennett 
Hospitality Hosts for our April meeting are Dave Sanchez and Gideon Breithaupt. They will be 
bringing the Hospitality supplies and the beverages.  Jim Dennis and Gideon Breithaupt will be 
bringing the refreshments. Thank you to all the ñHospitality Hostsò who have signed up to help 
this year.  The system is working smoothly.  
 
Remember in May, when we hold our Auction, we need many additional members to bring 
refreshments for the larger attendance. Right now we have Linda & Ron Snelling, Debbie Baldwin 
and Fred Olson, Karlene Fry, Pat Henley and Linda Burns signed up to bring refreshments in 
May. Please let me know if you can help by bringing refreshments to the May meeting.  

 
Historian - Marjorie Payne 

The Guild library is open to donations.  These might include books, magazines, collecting guides, 
or maps to collecting locations. 

 
Membership ï Dave Sanchez 

Donôt fall off our mailing list.  If you have not paid your $15/individual, or $25/couple annual 
membership, please take care of that at the next meeting, or mail it to me at: Dave Sanchez, 
10001 W. 69

th
 Ave., Arvada, CO 80004   

 

WELCOME Fred Ceconi as a new Guild member! 
He is originally from the East Coast and has lived in 12 states before coming to Colorado in 1999.  
Fred heard about the club from some of the members at the Hyland Hills Lapidary class. He has 
taken the Lapidary class and has just started the Silver Smithing 
Class.  Fred is a retired Project Engineer with Soy Products.  His interests include lapidary work, 
miniatures, and prospecting, but Fredôs main interest is in participating in field trips.  Fred would 
like to expand his collection and learn more about mineral identification and collecting locations.  
In addition to rockhounding, and silver smithing, Fred is also an avid bird watcher with his main 
focus on birds of prey. 
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Ways & Means ï Jim Dennis & Karlene Fry 
The annual Guild Silent Auction is coming soon: May 8.  We are asking all members to donate at 
least ONE item - mineral, jewelry, fossil, books, magazine collection, equipment,é..something 
interesting for the auction.  Bid slips will be available at the March and April regular meetings. 
 
In Another Month ï ITôS AUCTION TIME!!! 
Our May 8

th
 meeting is also our annual auction.  We will have a 5-10 minutes meeting 

starting at 7:30 pm followed by a verbal auction and then the silent auction. The auction will 
feature fossils, minerals, jewelry and faceted stones.  There will be minerals donated by some 
very special dealers also.  We will also have a table for the up & coming rockhounds (kids) only.  
This is great way to get a collection started. 
 
The normal rules apply.  Non-members who wish to sell are limited to 2 flats, or 24 mineral 
specimens, and must specify at least 20% go to the Guild.  Members have no limit on the number 
of minerals they can bring.  Members ï you must specify an amount to go to the club: 20%, 50% 
or 100%.  Sellers, PLEASE remember to put your name of the bidder slips ( bidder slips are 
available for Sellers in this newsletter). We are asking ALL club members to please bring at least 
one mineral specimen and for all you silver smiths, one piece of jewelry with 100% donation to 
the club.  Please join us for an evening of ñRockò fun!  The admission is free and we will have a 
great variety of snacks.  SEE YA THERE!! ï Karlene Fry 

 
 
 

Field Trips ï Bill Piety & Gideon Breithaupt 
Call Bill Piety @(303) 430-4311 for reservations.   Alternate: Gideon Breithaupt 
April 18-19:  Otero field trip (SE Colorado) led by Bob Park  Large calcite nodules, w/barite. 
Possible replaced coprolites.  4WD recommended but not required.  Dirt roads.  Minimal to long 
walks.  4 hr. drive each way. Big nodules with barite will be the objective. You must contact Bob 
Park by April 15 if you want to go: (303) 279-1015. 
May 16-17: Ruby Mountain Trip with collecting stops in Leadville, Buena Vista, Trout Creek Pass 
and Fairplay areas. Wayne Pound, 720-635-9314.  Passenger car accessible.  Overnight 
camping at Ruby Mountain with R.V. camping O.K.  Pot luck dinner at campground after hot 
springs soak.  Garnets, topaz, orthoclase, beta-quartz, gold, jasper and more.  You must contact 
Wayne by May 9 if you plan to go.  See March Tips & Chips for details. 
May 30: Smoky Hawk Claim (owner Joe Dorris)   Shuttle for non 4WD owners required.  Allow 3 
hours each way.  Some of the best colored amazonite in the world w/smoky quartz & other minor 
minerals.  Very near Crystal Peak. 
June 6-7: Wig Wam (our club claim)  Passenger car accessible, but a few rough spots on gravel 
roads. Smoky quartz, topaz, multi colored fluorites, barite & other minor minerals.  Overnight dry 
camping available.  Pot luck dinner on Saturday night.  Other clubs will be invited.  Allow 2 hours 
each way. 
June 13-14, FSS will be hosting a field trip under the leadership of Jim Copeland from Pueblo, 
retired mining engineer, who has studied the history of Silver Cliff, Westcliffe, and Rosita in great 
detail. Contact Beth Simmons for additional info. (303) 986-9693 (H). 
June 27: Harris Park (joint field trip at Littleton Clubôs Claim)  4WD highly recommended, but we 
can shuttle people several miles over a rough approach road.  Amazonite, clevelandite, smoky 
quartz, & other minerals.  Allow 1.5 hrs /way. 
July 18: The RAMS club invitational annual picnic and mineral collecting at their claims near 
Crystal Peak.  (See the Special Invitation Letter that follows in this newsletter.) 
Possible Mid-August to September weekend:  A Crystal Peak Claim with Goethite, fluorite, 
amazonite, smoky quartz, etc.   
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Field Trip Planning: 
Gloves, hoe pick, 2# hammer, chisel, pry bars, round nose shovels, newspapers, boxes.  Also: 
picks, gad bars, screw drivers, buckets, TP, wisk brooms, brushes, dental picks, egg cartons, up 
to 15 pound hammers & 35 pound pry bars.  Army trench shovels are great! 
Food & plenty to drink.  Boots, hat, sunscreen, sun glasses (protective glasses), long sleeve 
shirts, & grubby jeans, jackets for cold & rain.  Even an umbrella & small backpack, and ice chest 
could be handy.  I just throw it all in the truck & use what I need. 
 
Every month, except July, Bill might be available should anyone wish to take other field trips 
especially during the week.  Examples would be Devils Head-topaz & smokyôs, Taryall-blue & 
clear topaz, Crystal Peak, our old claim-goethite & amazonite.  Longer trips would be: Calumet-
epidote, Antero-aquamarines, Grand Junction-barite, & Utah-numerous.  Try to give him ample 
notice.  

 
 
Wigwam Claim: 
Fluorite (left) 
  
   
Harris Claim:    
Smoky Quartz 
(right) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Harris Park: Amazonite, Smoky Quartz  Wigwam Claim: Amazonite & Smoky  
and Clevelandite     Quartz 

 
 
 

Tips & Chips Editor ï  Wayne Pound 
Many board members and others really deserve a compliment for furnishing the Tips & Chips with 
excellent material to pass on to our members and readership.  This month our updated  
membership roll resulted in the Tips & Chips being e-mailed to 47 paid members, mailed to 17 
paid members, and e-mailed to 43 past members as well as rock hounding groups, museums 
etc.! 
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CONGRADULATIONS AGAIN, KEITH!  

The Peopleôs Choice Award Winner: Keith Scheel 
The Denver Gem & Mineral Guildôs Gem & Mineral Show 2009 

 
 

A SPECIAL INVITATION FROM  

THE MILE H IGH ROCK & MINERAL SOCIETY (RAMS club)  

 
The following important, and exciting, letter was received this month by our Denver Gem & 
Mineral Guild President, Joe Payne: 
 
Each year the Mile Hi Rock & Mineral Society (RAMS) has an 
annual picnic at their claims near Crystal Peak. We usually invite 
another club to join us at the claims and picnic. At our March 
membership meeting, we voted to invite the Denver Gem & 
Mineral Guild to our picnic and mineral specimen collecting trip. 
 
It is with great pleasure we invite the Denver Gem & Mineral 
Guild to the picnic on Saturday, July 18th. The RAMS club 
provides the following items for the picnic:  meat (hamburgers, hot-dogs, maybe other meat for 
the BBQ), all the fixings for the BBQ (catsup, mustard, pickles, relish, etc), chips, and drinks (pop, 
iced-tea, lemon-aide, etc). We request each person or family attending to bring a potluck dish to 
be shared with the group. The picnic is held rain or shine. Some years we have rain, but with 
sufficient tarps strung from trees and a nice fire, we have an enjoyable time. 
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Your club is invited to dig for minerals (smoky quartz, amazonite, fluorite, goethite, etc.) on both 
Saturday and Sunday. Camping is welcome at the claims; however, there are no water or toilet 
facilities. We consider this a social event to get to know the members of the Denver Gem & 
Mineral Guild better, have a great picnic, and an opportunity to explore for mineral specimens. 
 
Please reply to the invitation soon so we can begin planning the weekend. If planning to attend, 
please indicate approximately how many will attend. Don Beamer, RAMS president 
       Phone: 303-429-5467 
 THANK YOU, RAMS!!!    Email: rokdgbhnd@comcast.net 

 
DENVER GEM & MINERAL SHOW MINI REPORT MARCH 2009  

 
The Denver Gem & Mineral Show is only a few short months away.  Remember the dates 
September 18 ï 20

th
 and the theme ñFossils ï Windows to the Pastò.  Are you ready for the 

show?  Have you planned your exhibit or the exhibit for your club?  Do you know what you will be 
doing at the show?  The volunteer sign up sheets and job descriptions are out.  Your club 
representative should have them and they should be circulating at your meetings.  Please read 
over the job descriptions and select where you would like to help at the show.  There are many 
easy and some sitting jobs.  Whatever you decide to do please remember that every volunteer is 
appreciated and valued.  And many are needed ï about 400+.  Thatôs a lot of people!  And thatôs 
why we need YOU! 
 
There are probably many other people from your club volunteering so if you have never done it 
before, tag along with one of them.  They will help you out.  You will have fun and experience 
something new.  The show is a grand one but cannot operate without the volunteers. 
 
Some new people have joined the committee lately.  Terrance Yee is the new Exhibits Chair, and 
April Pullen is his assistant.  Lloyd and Pat Ferguson will be in charge of the show program.  
These four are all from the North Jeffco Gem & Mineral Club.  From the Littleton Gem & Mineral 
Club, Joe Gierczak will be helping with Set Up and Richard Parsons with Tear Down.  The Set Up 
and Tear Down positions are under Martin Hannu, Buildings & Grounds.   The Show Committee 
can always benefit from new talented people.  If you are that special person who would like to be 
more involved with the show, contact your club representative or the Show Chair, Barb Melby, at 
303-423-5876.                            -Respectfully submitted, Judy Knoshaug, Secretary 
 

       

STATUS: HOURGLASS SELENITE 

COLLE CTING LOCALITY  

Jet, Oklahoma  
 
From the Rocky Mountain Federation News April 2009, by 
Stan Nowak 
 
A meeting was held March 3, 2009 at Cherokee, OK 
concerning the status of the hourglass selenite crystal digging 
area. Parsons Corp., a contractor to the U. S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, presented what has transpired since a vial of 
training chemicals was found by a Boy Scout from Bartlesville, 
OK in April 2007. The area was combed for hazardous 
anomalies. A total of 155 vials were found near the same area. 
The digging area was scanned with a large metal detector on 
wheels. Digging was done only in the areas of anomalies.  
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Only .2% of the anomalies produced any chemical agent identifications sets (CAIS). All info that 
concerns the digging area is available for public viewing in the Cherokee public library. 
 
There were five proposed alternatives 
for the area: 
Alternative #1 was to open the site     
ñas is.ò 
Alternative #2 was to limit access to the 
area by certain personnel. 
Alternative #3 was to open the area to 
all with educational signs and pamphlets 
about possible hazards and what to do if 
any are found. 
Alternative #4 was to dig up all 
anomalies, even those that do not fit the 
profile of a CAIS. 
Finally, alternative #5 was to excavate 
& restore the entire area and possibly 
destroy the crystal-forming environment. 
 
The panel, which included Parsons Corp., U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, EPA, Fish and Wildlife, 
Oklahoma State Environmental etc. chose alternative #3 as the Preferred Alternative. A public 
comment period was open from February 16 to March 18 for written comments. I commented at 
the meeting that while it would be nice to just open the area by alternative #1, to promote health 
and safety concerns, alternative #3 was the best choice. 
 
After public comment period closes, a summary of the comments will be written by the Tulsa 
District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and presented April 17 to the Fish and Wildlife 
Service Regional Director in Albuquerque, NM who will make the ultimate decision.  He does not 
have to agree to the preferred alternative although every one at the meeting hopes he does. 
Once I get the word of his decision I will notify the RMFMS and AFMS. 
         -Stan Nowak 
 

 COUNCIL REPORT  

The Guild is a member of the Greater Denver 
Area Gem and Mineral Council, along with eight 
other earth sciences clubs in the metro area.  
The Council provides a $250.00 newsletter 
grant to each of the clubs every year. Since 
printing and postage go up every year this 
money is very helpful in paying to mail the Tips 
& Chips to many of our members.   The 
requirement for a club to receive this grant 
money is that a representative (called a Trustee) 
from each club must attend all four meetings 
during the year.  Roger Bennett is the Guildôs 
Trustee this year.  
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DENVER AREA CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 
April 18: Exhibiting and Judging Seminar, 10:00 to 3:30 PM ( Bring sack lunch),   
Location: Adams County Museum 9601 Henderson Road (ADCO Fairgrounds), Instructor: Jordan 
Sawdo.  Please confirm with me in writing, or you can e-mail: jordanruth@msn.com   
For specific questions call: 303-452-7792       

 
April 24 - 26: Colorado Mineral and Fossil Show, retail and wholesale dealers, minerals, 
fossils, gems, jewelry; 10-6 Friday and Saturday, 10-5 Sunday; Holiday Inn-Denver Central, 4849 
Bannock St, Denver, CO (frontage road on west side of I-70); free parking and admission. 
 
Through May 3: Denver Museum of Nature and Science, Nature Unleashed--Inside Natural 
Disasters.  See the DMNS website, http://dmns.org/natureunleashed/ , for more information. 
 
May 2: Colorado Mineral Society (CMS) Annual Auction of mineral hobby items at the Holy 
Shepherd Lutheran Church located at 920 Kipling, 3 blocks north of 6th Avenue in Lakewood,  
from 11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.   Admission is free. The auction features reasonably priced 
minerals, fossils, faceted stones, lapidary equipment, books, and jewelry to the general public. A 
unique aspect of this auction is the ability for visitors to view and bid on fluorescent minerals in a 
special ultraviolet powered Fluorescent Room! There are door prizes every half hour, and a 
special verbal auction at 1:00 P.M. of museum quality specimens donated by special dealers. 
There is abundant parking, refreshments, and easy handicap access without any stairs. As 
always, the club will have a few auction tables reserved for only children to bid on. 
  
A special invitation is extended to non-CMS members to participate in this auction as sellers and 
buyers. All sellers are requested to pre-register by phoning with Merlene Solis at (720-212-5550).  
Sellers can get extra copies of bidding slips in this newsletter, or on our club website 
http://www.coloradomineralsociety.org/. Our auction committee reserves the right to screen 
materials sold and to limit sales to three flats of material.  Any questions about the auction 
should be directed to Rich Nelson by phone (303-697-1574). 
 
May 8: Denver Gem & Mineral Guild (DGMG) Annual Silent Auction 
 
May 9: North JeffCo Gem and Mineral Club Benefit Sale, 10am to 4pm: Close to 100 flats 
containing polished and unpolished slices and slabs od all types of agate.  Geode, Eden Valley 
Wood, etc.  Prices will be wholesale, or below.  Place: Barb Melby 8169 Pierson Ct., Arvada. 303-
423-5876.  Directions:  From 80th and Wadsworth go west past Kipling about 1/2 mile.  Pierson 
Ct. only goes to the north. 
 
September 18 - 20:  The Annual Denver Gem & Mineral Show.  Theme: ñFossils ï Windows to 
the Pastò.  Location: The Denver Merchandise Mart. 
 

NON-MEMBERS & ROCKHOUND CLUBS:  Please contact me by e-mail and provide an e-
mail address if you wish to receive copies of this rock hounding publication.   Also, please 
feel free to e-mail your newsletters, rather then postal mail them, if that is an option.                     
Wayne Pound, Editor, Tips & Chips of the Denver Gem & Mineral Guild.                                                        
Mail to:wpound@msn.com 

mailto:jordanruth@msn.com
mailto:wpound@msn.com
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