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Tips & Chips  
February 2009  
Newsletter of the  
Denver Gem & Mineral Guild  
 
Published monthly from September through May by the Denver Gem & Mineral Guild.  E-mail exchange with other 

mineral club newsletters is invited.  Reprinting of material from this newsletter with proper attribution is 

encouraged. 

Visit our web site- http://home.comcast.net/~DenverGem 
      
President ï      Vice President ï                
Joe Payne     Krisanne Johnson    
jpayne@englewoodgov.org    Krisanne.Johnson@uchsc.edu               
303-783-0221 (H)    720-313-5617 (C)    
 
Secretary & Hospitality ï   Tips & Chips Editor ï             
Janie Bennett     Wayne Pound    
janiemube@comcast.net   wpound@msn.com   
303-986-9056 (H)    720-635-9314 (C)     
 
Treasurer & Grab Bags ï   Membership ï 
Ron Snelling     Dave Sanchez, 303-423-5206  
Ron.Snelling@draeger.com,    davesanchez10@earthlink.net,  
303-460-9656 (H)    & Karlene Fry, 303-669-3016 
      mysticfry@q.com,   
Field Trips ï  
Bill Piety     Ways & Means ï 
bpiety@aol.com, 303-420-4311 (H)  Connie Garcia, 303-772-2048 (C) 
& Gideon Breithaupt    ima1mama@hotmail.com  
303-238-8344 (H)    & Jim Dennis,  303-922-2903    
      dennisjo2@msn.com,  
 
Historian ï      Librarians & 
Marjorie Payne ,    Keepers of the Garage ï 
paynemarjorie@msn.com,    Cecil & Rita Jenkins 
303-783-0221 (H)    CJTALMID@comcast.net,    
           
Show Committee ï 2009   Web Master ï 
Roger Bennett (Chairperson),   Bob Johnson  
Bighorn18@comcast.net, 303-986-9056 (H) web site- http://home.comcast.net/~DenverGem 
Joe Payne  (Assistant)    Robert_Johnson@hotmail.com, 
303-783-0221 (H)    303-985-8167 (H) 
   
Beth Simmons (Show displays & demonstrations), 
cloverknoll@comcast.net  
303-986-9693 (H) 
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GUILD PROGRAM:  February 13th, 2009 

Beth Simmons:  Fossil Forest of Lakewood  
 

Abstract:  Arthur Lakes and Petrified Lake "Woods" 

  
Through geologic time, there has always been a woodôs along a lake or stream in 
Lakewood, Colorado. Fossil logs, pollen, and seeds are present in the Jurassic 

Morrison formation when dinosaurs walked along alkali rich ponds and shrub-
lined stream beds. About 100 million years ago, shoreline forests lined the edge 
of the encroaching Western Interior Seaway as dinosaurs left their tracks along 

the beach. After the Seaway went away, forests rich in more modern plants grew 
along lowland swamps, when T-rex hid among the foliage eyeing any number of 
smaller dinosaurs such as baby Triceratops. 

  
The forests culminated in dense stands of palms that covered present day Green 
and South and North Table Mountains where fossil stumps dotted the landscape 

in the late 1800s. Huge petrified logs from a later time, the Eocene, cap the top of 
Green Mountain. 
  

From the earliest days of geological exploration in Colorado, local geological 
hero, Arthur Lakes, and his friends, reported the presence of fossil plants; many 
were named for them.  This talk tells the exciting story of the "other" fossils in our 

backyard ï  

   ñThe Fossil Forests of Lakewood!ò 
       

Announcement!  
Our Beth has 

been ñThe 
Professorò for 
years, but now 

sheôs  

Dr. Simmons!  
 
  
  

     Congratulations, 
               Rock Buddy! 
 
The meeting starts at 7:30 pm at the Geology Building, Berthoud Hall, at 1516 Illinois 

Street on the campus of the Colorado School of Mines in Golden.  Parking is on the 
north side and the entrance is on the south side. 

 

Palm frond 

impression, 

Golden 
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February 13th Hospitality 
Joe & Marjie Payne and Karlene Fry are bringing refreshments (food). 

 

 February   February 
 Birthdays   Anniversaries 
 Bob Park  Case & Bert Hanou 

 Virginia Weller Marilyn & David Rockwell 
 Donna Tomkus 
 Norm Bennett 

 Debbie Baldwin 
 Joe Payne 
 

 
 
 

DGMG BOA RD REPORT  
 

President -  Joe Payne 
Our Best Year Yet is under way!!  Our annual Gem and Mineral Show is almost here.  Set up will 
be February 26 and the show February 27, 28 and March 1, 2009.  We need more material for 

our grab bags-anyone have any petrified wood?  
 
The Board meetings are currently scheduled as follows: 

  
February meeting will be March 6th at Bill Piety's house 
March Board meeting will be April 3rd at Gideon Briethaupt's house 
April Board meeting will be May 1st location unkown  
September board meeting will be October 2

nd 
at Wayne Poundôs house 

October board meeting will be October 30th, location unknown 
November board meeting will be Dec 6th at the popcorn party Fred and Debbie Olson's house 
December (joint board) meeting will be January 1st, 2010 and will be at Joe & Marjie's Payne's 

house  
  
I need volunteers to host the April and September board meetings.  Please call the host and let 
them know you will be attending. 
All members are invited to attend any board meeting and see the inner workings of our 
Club. 
 

Secretary -  Janie Bennett 
Read on, this monthôs Tips & Chips contains a collaboration of important information concerning 
DGMG activities for this month and throughout the coming year. 

 

Treasurer & Grab Bags  ï Ron Snelling 
The Guild is in fine shape financially going into the DGMG Show.  As we proceed through 2009 
we will need everyoneôs help in re-stocking our Grab Bag supplies.  Thanks! 

 

Hospitality ï Janie Bennett 
This year the refreshments after the meetings will be done differently.  One group of members 
has volunteered to be ñHospitality Hosts.ò  They are responsible for picking-up the hospitality 
supplies after the previous monthôs meeting and bringing them to the next general meeting.  They 
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will set-up the supplies and bring the beverages.  A second group has volunteered to be 
responsible for bringing the refreshments to a meeting. Thank you to everyone who signed up to 
be responsible for this. I have included the sign-up lists so everyone will be reminded of when 
they are responsible for either the beverages or the refreshments (food) at a meeting.  We still 
need all members to bring refreshments to the May meeting when we hold our annual auction. 
 
Did you know Hospitality also sends cards and flowers to members who are ill, hospitalized or 

have a death in the family?  Please notify me when you learn of this situation in any of our 
members or their families.   

 
HOSPITALITY RESPONSIBILITIES  

 
1. Pick up BEVERAGE hospitality supplies at the previous meeting or make arrangements for 
pick up with the host from the previous monthly meeting. 
 
2. Bring all BEVERAGE hospitality supplies to the meeting, (includes: plates, napkins, cups, 
soda, hot drink selection).  Set-up and clean-up hospitality area after the meeting. 
 
3. Using ñsupply list,ò restock any low hospitality supplies.   Turn in bill for reimbursement to our 
treasurer (Ron Snelling) 
 
4. Janie responsible for: 
 *Reminding Hospitality Hosts each month  

*Reminding members bringing refreshments each month 
   *Hospitality articles in newsletter 
 *Make arrangements for picnic and holiday party 
 *Coordinate hospitality for special events 
 * Recruiting members to provide refreshments 

 
2009 HOSPITALITY HOSTS 

Responsibilities: bring supplies, ice, and beverages, as well as set-up  
for a specific general meeting. 

         
January ï Joe & Marjie Payne   Summer Picnic ï Bennetts & ? 
February ï Wayne Pound & Connie Garcia September ï Ron & Linda Snelling 
March - Keith & Maxine Sheel    October ï Bob & Janie Park 
April ï Dave Sanchez & Gideon Breithaupt November ï Debbie Baldwin & Fred Olsen 
May ï?      December Holiday Party ï Janie Bennett and  
             Debbie Baldwin 

 
2009 REFRESHMENT HOSTS 

Responsibilities:  bring refreshments (food) to a specific general meeting. 

 
January:     Janie Bennett 
February:   Joe & Marjie Payne and Karlene Fry 
March:   James Klein and Bill Piety  
April:    Jim Dennis and Gideon Breithaupt 
May Annual Auction ï Everyone Is Encouraged To Bring Something Tasty!!  

May:      Linda & Ron Snelling, Debbie & Fred, Pat Henley & Linda Burns, and                
  Karlene Fry 
September: Sandy & Chauncey Walden and Pat Henley & Linda Burns    
October:   Bob & Janie Park and Rick Estes 
November:   Rick Estes and Wayne Pound 
December Holiday Party!!!  Pot luck - Everyone is encouraged to bring something tasty!! 

  (Alphabetical assignments will be made closer to December.) 
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR HELPING WITH REFRESHMENTS-YummyéYummy!!!!! 

            Janie Bennett, 303-986-9056, janiemube@comcast.net 

 
Membership ï Dave Sanchez & Karlene Fry 

I have an update on Dave.  I went to see him last Monday.  He is doing really well.  He will be 
back to his old self in no time. He plans on coming to the next meeting.  Both he & his wife were 
very thankful for all the cards & calls. 
  
In the mean time, I will be acting as the membership person.  So please, send or give your dues 
to me.  As a reminder:  The single membership $15.00 per year and family membership is $25.00 
per year.  If you have any changes to your information - address - phone number-email, anything, 
please get it to Wayne, or me.  I am trying to get a new phone list done and the correct 
information on everyone.  If I don't receive your dues by March 1, 2009 you will taken off the 
mailing list. 
  
I also need a list of who will be doing what demos, and what times, for our show.  Please sign 
up at the next meeting.  I will pass around a sheet.  If you have any questions, please call or e-
mail me. Thanks!  -Karlene 

 
Ways & Means ï Connie Garcia & Jim Dennis 

We are ready for the year ahead, but if you hear of a sale, or auction, please pass the information 
on to us.  You never know when a great deal will show up!   

 

Field Trips ï Bill Piety & Gideon Breithaupt 
No report this month.  You might want to consider a visit to one of the museums in the metro 
area, or the state.  Have you ever visited the Guildôs, ñClub Houseò?  Recall that it is located 
behind the home of this monthôs program presenter, Beth Simmons.  Get the password for the 
lock from a board member and check it out. 

 
Tips & Chips Editor ï  Wayne Pound 

Does anyone have some ñfunò rockhound article to submit for publication in the Tips & Chips?  
We get pretty serious with the ñShowò this time of year and itôs nice to also hear about favorite 
collecting localities, or share a prized specimen, lapidary technique, or jewelry collection!  How 
about them bolo ties!  Please, help spread the word about the Denver Gem & Mineral Guild Show 
at the end of the month.  Remember to wear your Guild ñcolorsò when you volunteer to help out 
with the show.  Have fun at the show! 
 
 

Welcome to the 
DGMG Show! 
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̴̆̒̕ 1//8 Denver Gem & Mineral 
˹̢̖̙̑ ̵̜̤̅̕ 

Report J Roger Bennett  
 
The Show is fast approaching and it is time 

for the final plans. It is time for all members 
to sign up to help with the show.  We need 
people to drive the trucks and pick up the cases on Thursday morning and return 

them on Sunday evening.  We need people to come to the fairgrounds early on 
Thursday to skirt the tables and put the display cases together. We need people 
to demonstrate lapidary skills at the show.  We need people to sign up to cut 

geodes, sell grab bags, welcome guests at the entrance. We need everyone to 
stay Sunday evening and help break down the show. 
 

2009 Show Set Up: Thursday, February 26, 8:00 AM-9:00 PM 
 
2009 Show Dates: 

   Friday February 27   10am - 6 pm  
   Saturday  February 28   10am - 6 pm 
   Sunday  March 1    11am ï 5 pm 

 
Volunteer sign up sheets will be available at the February meeting.  Please 
complete the Display Form (included in the February Tips & Chips) and return it 

to Beth.  She is also scheduling demonstrators. Send her your ideas. 
 
We have 17 dealers signed up for this year. Culinary Wave will return with their 

great food. (Can you taste that ñBreakfast Burritoò?) 
 
The annual Show Dinner is Saturday evening.                             
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                           Roger Bennett ï Show Chairman 

 
 
 

SHOW DINNER 
BY Marjie Payne 

Come celebrate another successful show and club president and my wonderful husband Joe 
Payneôs 56

th
 birthday!  Our annual show dinner will be held at Las Fuentes restaurant in 

Lakewood, CO, 80228 on Saturday, February 28
th
 at 7 p.m.,( confirmation pending). Please let 

me know if you plan to attend by either calling 303-783-0221, e-mail- paynemarjorie@msn.com 

or by signing up at the February meeting 

 
ASIDE: Immanuel Lutheran Church is delighted to hold December 12

th
, 2009, for this yearôs 

Christmas party.  I offered a deposit, but none is necessary.  
         -Marjie Payne 

 
 
 

DISPLAYING AT THE  

DENVER GEM & MINERAL GUILD SHOW   
FEBRUARY 27, 28 & March 1, 2009 

JEFFERSON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 

 
THEME: ñRocks ROCKò 

 

Beth Simmons, exhibit chair, cloverknoll@comcast.net or 303-986-9693 
 
We are returning to the Fairgrounds after our very successful show in 

2008!  The exhibit building is huge, well lit, and gives us a great opportunity 
to impress and sell our hobby. Letôs make this the greatest show ever for 
exhibits, demonstrations, and information!   CALLING ALL GUILD 

MEMBERS!  Demonstrate your talents with a Display Case, or 
Demonstration!  
 

DISPLAYS:  
We need to have at least 40 
cases to even begin to fill the 

hall. Each DGMG member needs 
to put in one case each, and 
better yet, two! The theme, 

ñRocks ROCK,ò allows a lot of 
leeway in choice of items, and 
displays neednôt adhere to the 

theme. We expect lots of ores, 
lots of historical mining 
paraphernalia, and lots of  
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beautiful faceted and cut stones ñIf I can, you certainly can!ò   

that definitely ROCK. Letôs see       -Wayne 
lots of silver work, jewelry, beading,  
maybe even meteorites! 

 
Below is a small, short form. Please fill it out and give it, or email it, to Beth 
Simmons. We can then plan where to put your cases. Setup is on Thursday 

and takedown is at the end of the show on Sunday.  
 
DEMONSTRATORS: 

If you have a special talent, a special fun lesson in geology, or something 
to show that ñRocks ROCK,ò please plan on demonstrating at the show. 
Times are arranged so you donôt have to be there the entire duration of the 

show.  
 
 

 
DEMONSTRATORS: 
 

NAME : _____________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________ 
  _____________________________________________________ 

PHONE: __________________ EMAIL: ____________________________ 
 
TALENT TO BE DEMONSTRATED: (Circle all that apply) 

Lapidary, Carving, Faceting, Wire wrapping, Beading, Mineral identification, 
Fossil identification, Fluorescent (things that glow in the dark),  
Amount of table space needed ï   4 feet        8 feet Other (open floor space)  

Do you need a case? ______ 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

DISPLAYERS:  
 
NAME : _____________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________ 
  _____________________________________________________ 
PHONE: ________________________    EMAIL: ________________________ 

 
TYPE OF DISPLAY(S)- (Circle all that apply) 
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Lapidary, Jewelry, Fossils, Minerals, Educational, Mining history, Ores, 
Other  (List details below) 

 
HOW MANY DISPLAYS? _______________________ 
 

DO YOU NEED A COUNCIL CASE(S)?  Yes        NO 

 

Denver Gem & Mineral Show Scholarship  

Recipient Thank You!  
 

Remember all those grab bags that your club worked so hard to provide for the 

Denver Gem & Mineral Show?  The ones with the ten separately bagged and 
labeled specimens in them.  The proceeds from the sale of the grab bags provide 
a scholarship to a Colorado School of Mines geology student.  Following is the 

thank you that was recently received from one of the recipients. 
 
 Greater Denver Area Gem & Mineral Council, August 11, 2008 

 Thank you for your financial support for this yearôs field camp.   
 Your generosity really helped to off-set many of the expenses  
 this spring from tuition and fees to gas.  It all adds up.  I really  

 appreciate your efforts to make this experience more affordable. 

 Thanks again.  Tyler Benton, CSM Senior 

 
 

Denver Gem & Mineral Show Mini Report January, 2009  
 

Donôt forget the dates for the Denver Gem & Mineral Show: September 18 ï 20, 2009.   The 
theme this year is a fossil theme, ñFossils ï Windows to the Pastò.   There has not been a 

fossil theme since 1998 so it is sure to bring many interesting and incredible exhibits to the show.  
The paleontology field is expanding by leaps and bounds with all the new discoveries being made 
around the world (feathers on dinosaurs, birds are dinosaurs!).  Museums, dealers and exhibiters 
will surely have some of these new developments at the show to expand our knowledge and 
understanding.   
 The Denver show is a club show, meaning it is sponsored by the nine local gem, mineral, 
fossil and bead clubs through the Greater Denver Area Gem and Mineral Council.  As a club 
show, all of the work to plan, set up and run the show is done by volunteers.   Volunteers come 
from the clubs and the show depends upon having enough.  Usually it takes about 400-500 
volunteers total to do this job.  That is a lot of people.  The volunteer sign up sheets will be 
circulated at your club soon so please sign up to help with the show.  It may be a little bit of time 
and work but you will enjoy it.  There are many easy jobs and a few not so easy.  But without the 
volunteers there would be no show, and then we would all lose out on this wonderful event for our 
hobby that we love. 
 The planning for the show is done by the Show Committee, which consists of about 30 
volunteers from the clubs.  The committee is always in need of new members and new ideas.  
Right now a Special Exhibits Chair is needed.  This is the person who organizes the exhibits and 
is the contact person for the exhibit sponsors, including the museums.  There is also a need for a 
few persons to help with Set Up and Tear Down.  These are important jobs to ensure the show is 
set up according to the plans at the beginning and then put away orderly at the end.  There are 
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current committee members who will help you with these positions.  If you think you might be that 
special person for these jobs, please contact your club representative to the Show Committee 
(each club has one; if you donôt know who your club representative is, ask at your next meeting!) 
or the Show Chair Barb Melby at 303-423-5876.  Being involved with the show is fun and you will 
be glad you did it.                                        

      Respectfully submitted, Judy Knoshaug, Secretary  

 
 
 

DENVER AREA CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

FEBRUARY 27, 28 & MARCH 1, 2009 

DENVER GEM & MINERAL GUILD SHOW   

JEFFERSON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 
 
February 16-20, Colorado School of Mines Library, Annual Book Sale. "The Arthur 

Lakes Library holds an annual book sale during President's Day week, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
each day. A Silent Auction for more expensive, rare and collectible books will be held on Monday, 
February 16, from 10:00 a.m. to noon, in the conference room near the sale."  Books start out at 
one set of prices the first day, and are decreased each successive day as the remaining selection 
diminishes. In addition to making purchases, you may donate your own surplus geological and 
scientific books to the sale by bringing them to the library in advance.  See 
http://library.mines.edu/geninfo/new.html#booksale, or call 303-273-3540 for more information  
 
Thursday, Feb. 26, Western Museum of Mining and Industry, Colorado Springs ï Gold Exhibit 
Opening Reception:  "Join us for an evening of light hors dôoeuvres, music, beer and wine to 

celebrate the opening of our latest exhibit featuring original documents and letters from The 
Gould Mining & Milling Company. The Museum will explore the business of mining during the 
gold rush of 1890s. Strategic Financial Partners will provide information on investing in gold 
stocks." Call ahead for reservations (719) 488-0880.  See the WMMI website, 
http://wmmi.org/html/index.htm  
 
P.S., did you know, The Colorado School of Mines Geology Museum now has a sales shop 

with mineral specimens as well as some books and other items.  It's located in the lower floor of 
the Museum, which is always free to the public and is located at the southwest corner of 13th and 
Maple Streets, Golden, and is open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Monday-Saturday, 1- 4 Sundays.   A new 
exhibit about meteorites and Colorado meteorites was also recently completed in the museum. 
See http://geology.mines.edu/museum/  
 

ñGem, Mineral & Jewelry Showò 
February 27-March 1, Fri.-Sat.-Sun., 

Sponsored by the Denver Gem and Mineral Guild 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fri. & Sat., 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sun., 

Jefferson County Fairgrounds, 15200 W. 6th Ave., Golden CO; 

Free admission and parking. 

 
March 27-29, Fri.-Sat.-Sun., Gem and Mineral Show sponsored by the Fort Collins 
Rockhounds Club, at Lincoln Center, 417 W. Magnolia St., Fort Collins;  see 

 http://www.fortcollinsrockhounds.org/  

 

http://library.mines.edu/geninfo/new.html#booksale
http://wmmi.org/html/index.htm
http://geology.mines.edu/museum/
http://www.fortcollinsrockhounds.org/
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NON-MEMBERS & ROCKHOUND CLUBS:  Please contact me by e-mail and provide an e-
mail address if you wish to receive copies of this rockhounding publication.   Also, please 
e-mail your newsletters, rather then postal mail them, if that is an option.                     
Wayne Pound, Editor, Tips & Chips of the Denver Gem & Mineral Guild.                                                        

Mail to:wpound@msn.com 

 
 

 
Some of you know Steve Veatch.  Steve lives in Florissant, Colorado, and is a prolific 
writer, lecturer, and geologist.  He recently taught a Saturday class in the Geology Building here 
at the Colorado School of Mines entitled, ñICE AGE MYSTERIES AND CLIMATE CHANGE.ò  I 
was lucky enough to attend.  Hereôs a new one, òDid you know that a Mammoth was unearthed in 
the road cut leading into Florissant National Monument?  Steve is about as enthusiastic as a 
fellow can get.  Watch for his talks and field trips.  Did you know that there are ICE Worms living 
in the glaciers of NW North America?  He is a proponent of Friends of Florissant Fossil Beds and 
leads field trips throughout the Pikes Peak region.  He will be leading one to the ñShelf Roadò 
area south of Cripple Creek looking at fossils in the Paleozoic limestone.  Want to learn how to 
get published?  Steve will lead a Nature Writing class at the monument in March.  How about, 
ñColorado Minerals,ò offered at the Western Museum of Mining and Industry north of Colorado 
Springs over two days in March.  Did I mention that this guy is from a pioneering Teller and 
Boulder County mining family.  If you want to learn about GEOLOGY pay attention to this fellowôs 
offerings: steven.veatch@gmail.com                        -Wayne Pound 
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