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Tips & Chips 
Newsletter of the  
Denver Gem & Mineral Guild 
 
Published monthly from September through May by the Denver Gem & Mineral Guild.  E-mail exchange with other 
mineral club newsletters is invited.  Reprinting of material from this newsletter with proper attribution is 
encouraged. 

 
Visit our web site- http://home.comcast.net/~DenverGem 

      

President ï      Vice President ï                
Joe Payne     Krisanne Johnson    
jpayne@englewoodgov.org     Krisanne.Johnson@uchsc.edu               
303-783-0221 (H)     720-313-5617 (C)    
 

Secretary & Hospitality   Tips & Chips Editor ï             
Janie Bennett    Wayne Pound    
janiemube@comcast.net    wpound@msn.com   
303-986-9056 (H)     720-635-9314 (C)     
 

Treasurer & Grab Bags ï   Membership ï 
Ron Snelling     Dave Sanchez  
Ron.Snelling@draeger.com,    davesanchez10@earthlink.net, 303-423-5206 

303-460-9656 (H)     & Karlene Fry  

      mysticfry@q.com, 303-669-3016   

Field Trips ï  
Bill Piety     Ways & Means ï 
bpiety@aol.com, 303-420-4311 (H)   Connie Garcia 
& Gideon Breithaupt   ima1mama@hotmail.com, 303-772-2048 (C)  

303-238-8344 (H)     & Jim Dennis, dennisjo2@msn.com,  
 

Historian ï      Librarians & 
Marjorie Payne    Keepers of the Garage ï 
paynemarjorie@msn.com,  303-783-0221 (H)  Cecil & Rita Jenkins 

      CJTALMID@comcast.net,      

2009 Show Committee ï 

Roger Bennett (Chairperson),  Web Master ï  
Bighorn18@comcast.net, 303-986-9056 (H)  Bob Johnson 
Joe Payne  (Assistant)    Robert_Johnson@hotmail.com, 303-985-8167 (H) 

jpayne@englewoodgov.org , 303-783-0221 (H)  web site- http://home.comcast.net/~DenverGem 
Beth Simmons (displays & demonstrations), 
cloverknoll@comcast.net ,303-986-9693 (H) 

 
January    January 
Birthdays   Anniversaries 
Gloria Charette Becky & Dan Unruh 
Jim Klein   Janie & Roger Bennett  
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GUILD PROGRAM:  January 9th, 2009 
Title:  ȰKremen  (aka) Maban or Grain Cloch 

and its many Variationsȱ 
Jim Hurlbut, Denver Museum of Nature & Science 

(Peaked your interest?  Read, ñOn the History of Quartzò in this newsletter.) 

 
James studied Mineralogy at the University of Wisconsin in 1946.  He was 
president of the Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies in 
1956 and president of the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
in 1973 .  James taught ñMinerals of Coloradoò for 20 years at University of 
Colorado Denver extension center.  In addition he has been a volunteer at 
the Denver Museum of Nature and Science geology department for twenty 
years in charge of the Micromount Mineral collections. 

 

 
Hospitality Information:  

The January meeting of the Guild will be here in 
just a few days.  Joe and Marjie Payne are 
responsible for bring all the hospitality supplies 
and beverages.  Krisanne Johnson and Janie 
Bennett are responsible for bringing 
food/refreshments. 

 
 

 
DGMG CHRISTMAS PARTY 

A BIG SUCCESS! 

BY Marjie Payne 
 

 On Saturday December 13
th
, over 40 members and guests attended at our annual 

Christmas party held at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Englewood.  A thousand ñThank youôsò to 
the wonderful angels who showed up and set up the room! 
 The party was a great success.  Everyone enjoyed good food, good company and great 
fun including the visit from Santa Claus.  No one in the club misbehaved sufficiently this year to 
merit a Bob Award.  While everyone enjoyed the program I put together, I must apologize for the 
quality of the projected images.  Next year I will have time to test and adjust equipment so there 
shouldnôt be a problem. 
 Many commented that they liked the room and the huge kitchen at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church and Santa liked his comfy chair, too! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DGMG BOARD REPORT 
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President -  Joe Payne 
  

Our Best Year Yet 
A note from Joe Payne President 

 
Great plans have been made for our up coming year.  Our annual Gem and Mineral Show is 
almost here.  Set up will be Feb 26 and the show Feb 27, 28 and March 1, 2009.  The Clubs 
annual action will be our May meeting.  Many fine items will be available for purchase.  The 
annual breakfast picnic is currently in planning.  We will be stuffing grab bags and racing ducks!!  
Field trips are under discussion.  We need more material for our grab bags and hope material will 
be gathered during these trips.  On December 12, 2009 we will be visited by Santa Clause at our 
Christmas dinner.  
 
At our January meeting I will be asking for approval by the membership for: the School of Mines 
Scholarship payment and 
approval of $500 for Ways and Means for the February Tucson and September Denver shows.   
 
I have a special request. 
Please bring your extra petrified wood to our January meeting.  We ran out of petrified wood 
during our last grab bag session.   
 

     With all this planning this will be the best year yet!!! 
     

Secretary -  Janie Bennett 
Tentative, if not concrete, dates were picked for the 2009 Guild activities.  These included July 
12th for our Sunday breakfast picnic, December 5

th
 for the Pop Corn Party (a week before the 

Christmas Party to prepare for the Christmas Party and stuff grab bags for the coming year), and 
December 12

th
 for the Christmas Party. (Read on to see Janiesô contributions to the Tips & 

Chips.) 

 

Treasurer & Grab Bags  ɀ Ron Snelling 
We continue to be in fine financial shape.  Contact Ron for specifics as we donôt publish that 
information.  The Rocky Mountain Federation dues are now paid for the year.   Discussion 
occurred around the possibility of purchasing the saw that we annually use for geode cutting at 
the Guild Show.  Ron will look into that.  Another thought about geode cutting was the possibility 
of purchasing one of those thar ñGeode Crackersò for the Guild.  Please see Ronôs article in this 
Tips & Chips on the status of the Grab Bags that are sold at our February Guild Gem & 
Mineral Show and in September at the Denver Gem & Mineral Show. 

 
 

Hospitality ɀ Janie Bennett 
We will get decaffeinated tea for those so inclined.  Board member discussion included a wish 
that when members bring food, please bring a large-helping size.  Get two dozen cookies, not 
one.  Get the large vegetable platter, not the smaller oneésome of us like food!   We still need a 
few volunteers to bring snacks to our monthly meetings for 2009.  Please sign up at the January 
9

th
 regular meeting, or call Janie. 

 
 
 

Ways & Means ɀ Connie Garcia & Jim Dennis 
Bob Parks and Karlene will help Connie and Jim sort through what specimens we have on hand, 
plus plan when and where they need to be distributed.  Connie will be in Tucson for the ñBiggest 
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Show on Earthò and will scour the venders on our behalf for what we donôt have.  According to 
Bob, we are in pretty good shape, but we need higher-end jewelry, fossil light switch plates (I 
think Bob must have broken his!), and Wayne thinks we need several not good, but ñgreat,ò 
mineral specimens for the Silent Auction to encourage attendance and participation.  Bob 
reiterated his plan to bring a flat of ñgood,ò not necessarily ñgreatò specimens, to each monthly 
meeting this year for memberôs to grub through! 

 

Membership ɀ  Dave Sanchez & Karlene Fry 
Hereôs an update on Daveôs hospitalization for a stroke and heart beat irregularity:  As of 
the board meeting on 1/2/2008 Daveôs wife, Joann, reported that Dave will remain in Lutheran 
Hospital a few more days as his doctors attempt to stabilize his heart.  Daveôs  walking and 
talking is improving as the paralysis diminishes.  That too will take time.  Hot off the press!  Dave 
may be released to go home earlier than expected.  We can send cards to our buddy at his 
home: Dave Sanchez, 10001 W. 69

th
 Ave., Arvada, CO 80004. 

 
 
Our out-going President, Karlene Fry, was 
designated by the board to step-in for Dave to 
handle Membership. Please be in attendance at 
our next regular meetings, as Karlene will be 
circulating our membership list to update 
addresses, telephone numbers, e-mail 
addresses, birthdates, wedding anniversaries, 
and the like.  If you canôt attend please e-mail, 
or call her, with changes (see the contact 
information at the beginning of the newsletter).  
The Tips & Chips needs this information as 
well. 

 
SHE'S BACK! 
Ya all just can't get rid of me!  I will be acting as ñMembershipò until Dave returns. 
Please get me your dues ASAP!  A Single Person is $15.00 per year and Families are 
$25.00 per year.  Also, please let me know if you have ñQualifiedò this past year and any 
corrections to addresses / emails / phone numbers.  As soon as the dues are paid I will do 
a new phone list.  I know we have new members that are not on the current list and info 
that needs to be updated. I plan to have this done by the March meeting with your help.   
                                                                                                                               -Karlene 

 
Field Trips ɀ Bill Piety & Gideon Breithaupt 

Out of the state for the holidays, but a list of trips will be forthcoming.  A trip to Jet, Oklahoma, for 
selenite (gypsum) crystals in still rumbling around in the minds of several board members.  There 
is a desire for a trip to Marble, CO, to see the quarry operation as well as to obtain grab bag 
samples if that is possible.  Wayne will do a March, regular meeting, presentation on, ñThe Ruby 
Mountain Trip,ò  followed by a mid-May (pre-rafter), camping, Ruby Mountain field trip.  We will 
collect twinned feldspars, doubly-terminated quartz, garnets, topaz (if weôre lucky), pegmatite 
quarry minerals, jasper, soak at Mt. Princeton Hot Springs, and do some gold panning (Wayne 
has the pans)! 
 
 
 

2009 Show Report ɀ Roger Bennett 
Marty Zinn will again gift the Guild with a donation to help us with our Annual Guild Gem & 
Mineral Show.  We once again thank Marty and give him a big, ñGo Marty!ò  We are proceeding 
with our advertizing.  Everyone should pick up our flyer at the regular January meeting and use 
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them to spread the message.  There is never enough marketing.  We hope to be in the local 
ñHubò newsletter.  We are still in need of someone to drive the U-Hall truck from the show case 
storage location in Northglenn on Thursday to the Show location at the Jefferson County 
Fairgrounds, and then back on Sunday evening.  We have several strong ñmovers,ò but we need 
a driver, or two. 

Tips & Chips Editor ɀ  Wayne Pound 
The Changing of the Guard was accomplished.  We have new board members!  A hearty, 
ñThank You,ò to Karlene Fry for a year well served!  Joe presented a gift to the new Vice 
President, Krisanne Johnson and the Guild, a nearly full, 2009 venue of presenters, for the 
monthly meetings. ñCongratulations, Chris Snelling!ò, for your appearance in a major mineral 
magazine! (Way to go Mom & Dad Snelling!)  
 
[The following is modified from my response to a new Ways & Means board memberôs questions 
about being on the board for the first time.  It developed into a statement of what it means to me 
to be a member of a rock club and a board member.]   

Membership in Rock Clubs 
-Wayne Pound 

Success on the board may have more to do with energy, enthusiasm, and available time, than the 
specific knowledge of any of us.  You may be new to the board, but the discussions, decisions, 
and new directions for the Guild include you as much as any "old timer."   You can choose to get 
involved, or not, or get involved as much as you care to.  Attending regularly does give you the 
over-view needed to be more effective.  Over a yearôs time I felt that perhaps 10% of our time 
was spent in discussion that probably required a group meeting, however, ñthat 10% is the 
importance of the board, and it is a compliment to the board that we each take responsibility for 
our part which helps the Guild operate effectively.   I think in your Ways & Means position you 
may want to look at what's being done now and think about how you could improve upon it.  (This 
is true for anyone taking any position on the board.)  Let's see, what do I observe about Ways & 
Means?  Well, you need to obtain new material for the little fund raiser at each meeting that we 
call, "The Drawing."  Where you go to purchase specimens is a consideration: shows, individuals, 
dealer sales, retirement sales and donations are all possible sources of new specimens.  Use 
your own judgment when you are told that we already have a lot of specimens...after inspection 
you may decide that there are a lot of bad specimens, or all of one kind...Think for yourself.   
 
All board members must ñThink Marketingò of the club.  Membership numbers, and degree 
of participation, is an on-going concern for every club.  Consider how "the drawing" at each 
meeting can draw membership to meetings, or draw new members.  Ways & Means needs to 
plan ahead for the Club Auction.  Push good material for the auction as it is a "show case" for 
interested potential members from other clubs, new people to the hobby, and holding old 
members.  A lot of poor material one year can drive people away for some time to come. 
 Remember the ñChildrenôs Auctionò as well.  Think "Marketing."  Use the Newsletter! The club is 
about sharing our common interests with each other, and perspective new members, but "Think 
Marketing" for the long range sustainability of the club.  
 
Membership in a club needs to be ñFun,ò but it does require every memberôs involvement.  We 
market (not in any particular order) through Ways & Means, but also through our choices of the 
Monthly Programs; the Tips & Chips newsletter; our Web Page; our Field Trips; our well managed 
and transparent Finances; the Refreshments provided at meetings; our interactions with New and 
Prospective Members; the Social Function of trips, meetings, and activities; the Donations the 
Guild hands out; our Summer Picnic, Pop Corn Party and Christmas Party; our member support 
for local dealers; our representation with the Annual Denver Gem & Mineral Show be it committee 
work, volunteering in set-up, security, demonstrating in the club area during the show, and more; 
and most importantly, the biggest club event, our own annual, "Guild Gem & Mineral Show." 
 
The Guild accomplishes it's goals when it is able to balance traditions with new perspective and 
innovation.  Any rockhound club exists to share the variety of rockhounding interests including: 
field trips for collecting and camaraderie, plus education for all ages.  Our attempts at education 
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range from regular meeting presentations on minerals, fossils, meteorites, geology, current laws 
regarding collecting, specimen preparation and presentation, lapidary, silversmithing, 
presentations on travels to both local and exotic collecting locals, on-and-on...  Some of us 
represent the Guild when we go into classrooms.  Much of the education rock clubs offer 
occurs behind the scenes when friends get together to share! 
 
There's another thing that a good rock club does, it takes into account the changing needs 
of its members.  This includes the recognition that our more senior members may 
participate less and less in the more physical adventures of the club, but their knowledge 
and love of rockhounding remains!  
 
I have learned as the Tips & Chips editor that some senior members, and distant members, can 
only participate through the Tips & Chips.  Consequently, all members, but especially Board 
Members, need to share their personal interests and club activities in the Tips & Chips. 
Thank you in advance for your submissions!  Letôs have a great year!  -Wayne Pound 
 
 

It is Sad to Announce Ron Snelling's father died on Wednesday, December 17.  He 

lived in Iowa and the funeral service will be held on Monday, December 22.  The Guild sent 
a plant and a sympathy card  to Ron.      -Janie Bennett 

 

GRAB BAG UPDATE:  Hello All, I've just completed grab bag inventory on the clubhouse & 

just couldn't wait to share the results.  We presently have 900 grab bags filled and no 
additional ñticketsô will be inserted in the grab bags.  I repeat, none, as they are already 

inserted in the 900 bags. We do need to sew more cloth grab bags.  We have many cut out 
and ready to be sewn.  ñSewers of the Bagsò, please see me.   

We have plenty of and don't need anymore for now: Barite, Calcite and Quartz 

What we have enough of for the next round and not much more (September Show): Agate, 
Magnetite, and  Malachite 

What we have very little of: (less than 100): Pyrite, Selenite and Fluorite 

We also have 2 misc. boxes of various minerals: 

What we are completely out of: Petrified 
Wood, Tumbled stones, and Amazonite 

Any thing else you can think ofé 

By my estimation we can fill Septemberôs 
bags and then were out!! Obviously we need 
more material. If you ever needed an excuse 
to clean out the rock attic or dig up whatôs 
hiding under the backyard this is it! Please 
contribute if you can. 

-Ron Snelling 

Greater Denver Area Gem & Mineral Council 
Report to Denver Gem & Mineral Clubs 

2008 Approved Grant Requests 
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The Council receives, evaluates and approves grants twice each year, in March and 
September.  This report is sent to all nine clubs who are members of the Greater Denver 
Area Gem & Mineral Council. 
 
    
1. Friends of Dinosaur Ridge received $4,500 in total grants for the following projects: 

Dinosaur Ridge Discover Day, August 2, 2008.  The $500 grant helps partially fund the 
road closure for their monthly educational open house and tour.  The Council and Show 
Committee members staff a table to promote the upcoming Denver Gem and Mineral 
Show.  
 A $2,000 grant to help with the printing of the new Triceratops Trail Guide.  
A $2,000 grant to help with the printing of a Junior Paleontologist Activity Guide. 

2. DôEvelyn Junior/Senior High School received $523.62 toward the purchase of lapidary 
and field collecting equipment.  A new program at the school includes information and 
activities in the earth science and the ñrock houndingò hobby.  The grant money will be 
used to purchase lapidary equipment for a new lapidary arts program. Members of the 
Denver Gem and Mineral Guild have spearheaded the development and continuation of 
this program.   Attendance in the program has ranged up to 28 students who are very 
enthusiastic about the new program.    

3. Mineralogy and Museum Conference-receive $500 to assist with the funding of the 
M&M6 meetings for museum curators  that were held at the Colorado School of Mines 
Green Center in September, 2008.  The money was used to provide transportation for the 
attendees to events at a variety of locations. 

4. Platte River Academy Charter School received $400 to purchase items to support a 
paleontology program at the school to help the students prepare for the Science 
Olympiad. 

5. Newsletter Grant to 9 clubs ï Each of the nine area clubs can receive a $250 grant 
from the Council to help defray their newsletter expenses.  The prerequisite to receive 
this grant is for the club to have a representative attend all four Council meetings in 2008. 
Nine clubs met this requirement in 2008. The total amount of grants to clubs was $2250. 
Total funding for all approved grant requests in 2008 was $8173.62. The money for these 
grants comes from the profit of the 2007 Denver Gem and Mineral Show.  March of 2009 
will be the next time the Council will accept and review new grant requests. Grant 
information and the application form is available at: denvermineralshow.com. 

 
Janie Bennett, Council Secretary   

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SAVE THE 
$!4%3ȣȣȢ3!6% 4(% 

DATES 
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2009 FEBRUARY SHOW PLANS 
ȰDenver Gem & Mineral Guild Showȱ 

The Show is fast approaching and it is time for the final plans. It is time for all members to sign up 
to help with the show.  We need people to drive the trucks and pick up the cases on Thursday 
morning and return them on Sunday evening.  We need people to come to the fairgrounds early 
on Thursday to skirt the tables and put the display cases together. We need people to 
demonstrate lapidary skills at the show.  We need people to sign up to cut geodes, sell grab 
bags, welcome guests at the entrance. We need everyone to stay Sunday evening and help 
break down the show. 

 
2009 Show Set Up:  

                            Thursday, February 26, 8:00 AM-9:00 PM 
2009 Show Dates: 

                             Friday,  February 27,   10am - 6 pm  
                Saturday,  February 28 ,  10am - 6 pm 
                Sunday,  March 1,   11am ï 5 pm 
 

Volunteer sign up sheets will be available at the January meeting.  Please complete the Display 
Form (included in the January Tips & Chips) and return it to Beth.  She is also scheduling 
demonstrators. Send her your ideas. 
 
We have 17 dealers signed up for this year. Culinary Wave will return with their great food. 
The annual Show Dinner is Saturday evening.                             
                     
                           Roger Bennett ï Show Chairman 
 
 
 

SHOW DINNER 
BY Marjie Payne 

  

Come celebrate another successful show and club president and my wonderful husband 
Joe Payneôs 56

th
 birthday!  Our annual show dinner will be held at Las Fuentes restaurant in 

Lakewood, CO, 80228 on Saturday, February 28
th
 at 7 p.m.,( confirmation pending). Please let 

me know if you plan to attend by either calling 
303-783-0221, e-mail- 
paynemarjorie@msn.com or by signing up at 
the January or February meeting 

 
 

 
THE 2008 CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 

mailto:paynemarjorie@msn.com
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Photos by Wayne Pound 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
S

SANTA ARRIVES!!!!  
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