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Coloradoõs smelter and steel mill were in-

strumental in turning her mineral wealth 

into bars of gold and silver and just as impor-

tantly into steel rails for her expanding rail-

road network.  

 

The smelter furnaces that accomplished this 

used free carbon in the form of coke and 

charcoal to create the reducing atmospheres 

necessary for the proper operation of blast 
furnaces. The production of these two mate-

rials was big business in the state and the 

major topic of this book published by the 

Colorado Railroad Museum.  

Why did the railroads care? The railroad -

owned steel mill at Pueblo was the major 

producer and user of coke. It was the fuel 

necessary to turn iron ore into the steel rails 

they needed for expansion.  

 

Their business practices created the charcoal 

industry as the stateõs silver smelters could 

not get enough coke for their furnaces and 

timber for charcoal was readily available in 

Coloradoõs mountains to be used as a substi-

tute.  

Bill Reich, a Colorado native and retired 

mechanical engineer has researched and 

written for the last 15 years about Colo-

radoõs past industries. His first book pub-

lished in 2008 is entitled Coloradoõs Indus-

tries of the Past. Bill spent most of his 

professional career working for small 

technically oriented companies in the 

Boulder area before retiring in 2007 to 

spend more time looking into Coloradoõs 
past. His most recent book is òBlack 

Smoke and White Ironó published by the 

Colorado Railroad Museum in 2009.  

 

January Program,  1/8/2010  

Black Smoke & White Iron  
A History of Colorado Kilns, Ovens, Furnaces and Rails 

By William Reich, historian & author  

January 2010 

Where and what time is the meeting?  

The meeting starts at 7:30 pm at 
the Geology Building, Berthoud 
Hall, Room 109, 1516 Illinois Street, 
Colorado School of Mines, 
Golden.   Parking is on the north 
side, a lot across 16th on the south 
side, on the street & on the south 
side. Entrance is on the south side 
ground level. Photo is of the east 

entrance along Illinois Street.  

CHIP! For whom is Berthoud Hall named?  

NEW WEB SITE ADDRESS - HTTP://WWW.DENVERGEM.ORG 

OR  

HTTP:/ /DENVERGEM.ORG 

Coke Ovens at Greystone, Colorado  

Bill Reich Photo  
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January Birthdays  

Jim Klein  

January Anniversaries  

Becky & Dan Unruh  

Janie & Roger Bennett  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING (or just past) DGMG 

EVENTS  

January Board Meeting ñ  

(Outgoing & Incoming)  

Held January 2, 2010 ñ7:30 PM - 

Roger and Janie Bennettõs  
 

DGMG SHOW -  

SETUP on Thursday FEB. 25: 8 am -9 pm  

FEB. 26: 10 -6, FEB. 27: 10 -6, FEB. 28: 10 -5.  
 

Newsletter deadline = the 1st of the month!!! Email 

articles and photos to Beth Simmons at clover-

knoll@comcast.net  

DGMG Show Chairman Roger Bennett SEZñ  

SAVE THE DATES ñSAVE THE DATES!  

DGMG Celebrations, Kudos, & 

Events 
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Display/Demo Chair SEZ:  

The SHOW is NIGH.  APPLY.  

TIP!  

Reduce the dimensions by 1/4ó and your new liners will fit fine in 

the NEW cases.  Use a couple of table cloths for your fabric (or 

vinyl) liners taped over cardboard!  

Please copy the show fliers that are at the end of the Tips & Chips and 

broadcast them around your neighborhood, to friends and relatives.  

2010 FEBRUARY SHOW PLANS  

The Show is fast approaching and it is time for the final plans. It is time for all members to 

sign up to help with the show.  We need people to drive the trucks and pick up the cases 

on Thursday morning and return them on Sunday evening.  We need people to come to the 

fairgrounds early on Thursday to skirt the tables and put the display cases together. We 

need people to demonstrate lapidary skills at the show.  We need people to sign up to cut 

geodes, sell grab bags, welcome guests at the entrance. We need everyone to stay Sunday 

evening and help break down the show. 

2010 Show dates:  Set up:  Thursday  Feb. 25   8am -  9pm;  Friday  Feb. 26, 10am - 6 pm;  

Saturday Feb. 27, 10am - 6 pm;  Sunday Feb. 28,  11am - 5 pm 

Volunteer sign up sheets will be available at the January meeting. There will not be a swap 

area this year. We have 18 dealers signed up for this year.  Culinary Wave will return with 

their great food. They will also cater the annual Show Dinner on Saturday evening. 

The display and demonstrator form is attached at the end of the T&C. 

You must submit  your completed form to the Display/Demonstrator 

Chairperson, Beth Simmons , SOON! We need to know how many 

cases to arrange in the hall and how many to pick up at the storage area.  



The Rocky Moun-

tain Federation 

Convention (Show) 

will be held in Wich-

ita, Kansas, April 23, 

24, 25, in conjunction with the 

Wichita Gem and Mineral Societyõs 

57th annual show. Theme is òTri-

State Treasures.ó Admission $5.00, 

kids 12 -17 $1.00, under 12 Free 

with paid adult.  

Denver Gem and Mineral Show   

The Denver Gem & Mineral Show 

Committee wishes to invite any inter-

ested club members to attend a show 

committee meeting to find out what 

we are all about.  Our next meeting 

will be Tuesday, January 5, 2010 at 

the Denver Museum of Nature & Sci-

ence beginning at 7:30 p.m.  Please 

enter the volunteer entrance next to 

the main entrance and the museum 

attendant will direct you.  We are so 

lucky here in the Denver to have the 

show with so many wonderful oppor-

tunities in so many ways to enjoy our 

hobby.  If we did not have the show, 

there would be a large void in our 

enjoyment of the rock, mineral, gem 

and fossil hobby.  But the 

show cannot operate with-

out the efforts of many 

people.  So if you like the 

show, maybe you would 

like to be more involved.  

Talk to someone in your 

club who is already on the committee.  

There are many avenues to help with 

the show.  Try us out and come to a 

meeting.  After January, the next 

meeting will be Tuesday, March 2 nd.   

There is no meeting in February.   

Nothing worthwhile is ever accom-

plished without a little effort. We 

would like to announce that Martin 

Hannu will become the new Exhibits 

Chair and Gerry Naugle will assume 

the position of Buildings & Grounds.  

Our thanks and congratulations go to 

both Martin and Gerry.  There is still a 

need for a new Grab Bags Chair.  If you 

like working with kids, perhaps this is 

the job for you.  This is an easy job be-

cause the grab bags sell themselves.   

Respectfully submitted, Judy 

Knoshaug, Show Secretary  

HOSPITALITY  
by Janie Bennett, outgoing hospitality 

DENVER COUNCIL, SHOW, 

& FEDERATION NEWS  

In 2010 we will continue the schedule of provid-

ing refreshments for meetings like they were done in 2009. Some 

members can volunteer to be òHospitality Hosts.ó  They will be 

responsible for picking -up the hospitality supplies at a meeting 

and bringing them to the next general meeting.  They will set -up 

the supplies and bring the beverages for the meeting.  Other mem-

bers can volunteer to be  òHospitality Helpersó and volunteer to 

bring refreshments to a meeting.  

It is time for members to sign up for one of these responsibilities 

in 2010. Look at your calendar and come to the January meeting 

prepared to sign up to help with refreshments at one of our meet-

ings.  

Did you know Hospitality also sends cards and flowers to mem-

bers who are ill, hospitalized or have a death in the family?  

Please notify Debbie Baldwin, the 2010 hospitality chairman, 

when you learn of this situation in any of our members or their 

families. ( debbie.baldwin@state.co.us,  303-377-4211) 
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The Denver Gem & Mineral Guild affiliates with:  

Denver Council of Gem and Mineral Societies  

ñReformedò Colorado Federation of Gem and Mineral Societies  

Rocky Mountain Federation of Gem and Mineral Societies  

American Federation of Gem and Mineral Societies  

òReformedó Colorado Federation  

As DGMG representative to 

the òreformedó Colorado 

Federation of Gem and Min-

eral Societies, Janie Bennett 

along with Roger and Beth 

Simmons attended the sec-

ond meeting of the Colorado Federation 

at the CSMS show December 5. The 

Colorado Federation is reforming after a 

lapse of about five years. During that 

time a private entity has taken over the 

Contintail rock swap, but at least five 

clubs feel strong enough about the im-

portant role the Colorado Federation 

can play in promoting rockhounding and 

clubs to sign on and pay dues to the 

òreformedó Federation. The first meet-

ing of the òreformedó group was at the 

Denver show in September. The group 

met again at the CSMS show on Decem-

ber 5, 2009. They voted to support a 

newsletter editorsõ workshop to be held 

at the Denver show next September. 

Next meeting to be announced.  

SHOW DINNER  
NEW PLACE!!  

FEBRUARY 27, 2010  
We are moving to a new location for 

our annual Show Dinner in 2010.  The 

dinner will be held on Saturday,  Feb-

ruary 27, 2010 at the Lakewood Elks 

Lodge. We will have an Italian Buffet 

that includes: tossed salad, spaghetti 

with meatballs and Italian sausage, 

chicken fettuccini Alfredo, garlic cheese bread and an as-

sorted dessert buffet.  You can arrive at 7pm for appetizers 

and a wet bar will be available.  The dinner will be served at 

7:30pm. Jeff Elder, the owner of Culinary Wave, who pro-

vides the food at our show, will cater this dinner.  

Directions: 1455 Newland St, Lakewood, CO 80214    

Colfax east to Newland (across from Casa Bonita)  

Newland south ½ block to Lakewood Elks Lodge on the right                      

Enter east door and walk west past the bar area to the Din-

ing Room 

 

Cost: $16.00 per person (including gratuity) (children under 

12 years $8.00) You can pay when you sign up or when you 

arrive at the dinner. The club is paying for the rental of the 

room. Sign -up sheet will be passed around at the January 

and February meetings.  

HOSTS FOR JANUARY  

Hospitality Hosts  

Debbie Baldwin & Fred Olsen  

Hospitality Helpers  

Debbie Baldwin & Janie Bennett  


