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Tips & Chips  

March 2009  

Newsletter of the  

Denver Gem & Mineral 

Guild  
 
Published monthly from September through May by the Denver Gem & Mineral Guild.  E-mail exchange with other 

mineral club newsletters is invited.  Reprinting of material from this newsletter with proper attribution is 

encouraged. 

Visit our web site- http://home.comcast.net/~DenverGem 
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jpayne@englewoodgov.org,   Krisanne.Johnson@uchsc.edu,               
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Ron Snelling     Dave Sanchez, 303-423-5206  
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      Ways & Means ï  
Field Trips ï Bill Piety    Jim Dennis,  303-922-2903 
bpiety@aol.com, 303-420-4311 (H)  dennisjo2@msn.com, 
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303-238-8344 (H)    ima1mama@hotmail.com,  
       
Historian ï Marjorie Payne          Librarians & Keepers of the Garage ï 
paynemarjorie@msn.com,   Cecil & Rita Jenkins 
303-783-0221 (H)    CJTALMID@comcast.net, 
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GUILD PROGRAM:  March 13th, 2009 

ñThe Ruby Mountain Tripò 
by Wayne Pound 

 

 
     
Wayne will ñShow and Tellò about garnet collecting at a place many 

members have visited, Ruby Mountain, south of Buena Vista.  However, 
this upcoming collecting, and geology, trip through Central Colorado is 
much more.  Come learn, reminisce, and perhaps share.  Wayne will bring 

in specimens collected on this trip and invites members to bring in their 
own collected specimens.  A more detailed description of, ñThe Ruby 
Mountain Trip,ò follows in this Tips & Chips. 

       
The meeting starts at 7:30 pm at the Geology Building, Berthoud Hall, at 1516 Illinois 
Street on the campus of the Colorado School of Mines in Golden.  Parking is on the north 
side and the entrance is on the south side. 

 
 

March 13
th

 Hospitality  
James Klein and Bill Piety are bringing refreshments (food). 

 



 3 

 
 March   March  

 Birthdays  Anniversaries  

  
 Dave Weller  Debbie Baldwin & Fred Olsen  
 Keith Sheel   

 
 

D.G.M.G. BOARD REPORT 

 
President -  Joe Payne 

Our Best Year Yet!!  Our annual Gem and Mineral Show is done.  Thank you to Roger and Janie 
for everything they did!  Thank you to the many Club members who spent many, many, hours 
making this one great show!!!. 
 

The Board meetings are currently scheduled as follows: 
March Board meeting will be April 3rd at 1648 Gaylord, Denver 80206, Krisôs office, park in back. 
April Board meeting will be May 1st Ron Snellingôs 
September board meeting will be October 2nd at Wayne Poundôs house 
October board meeting will be October 30th, location unknown 
November board meeting will be Dec 6th at the popcorn party Fred and Debbie Olson's house 
December (joint board) meeting will be Dec 28 or January 1st, 2010 and will be at Joe & Marjie's 
Payne's house 
 
 All members are invited to attend any board meeting and see the inner workings of our Club. 
 

Notification of proposed By Law Changes 

We (the board) propose to change our By Laws. 
  
Currently the By Laws read: 

Number 17: Minimum Criteria to qualify for and Maintain Membership Status 
Section1: 
(A) Minimum uniform criteria to qualify for membership in the field of the lapidary arts.   
1. Those persons desiring membership shall demonstrate their knowledge, capabilities 
    and individual artistry through performance of any one of the following: 
(a) Display examples of their craftsmanship, consisting of any one or all of the following:   
(1) Five cut and polished stones of different shapes. 
 (2) Five different pieces of metal work with or without stones.                                       
 (3) Five faceted stones, each of different cut or materials. 
 (4) Three different carvings from natural stone or gem materials.                                  
 (5) One intarsia of any size and of any natural stone materials.                                    
 (6) Any type of work or material in any proportion and not fitting any other  
       classification, according to American Federation rules. 
 (b) Present and original paper of at least 500 words in legible form on any phase of the  
      principles of the art and craftsmanship, as applied to the lapidary and/or jewelry field. 
 (c) Demonstrate his or her ability and skill by producing a finished piece, within his or her  
     chosen field of endeavor, at either the Council or Club Mineral Show in presence of one  
     or more qualified persons. 
 2. A man and wife team my jointly qualify with a single compliance. 
 (B) Minimum level of require performance to maintain membership status: 
  
1. Annually perform any of the requirements for qualifying with the exception of  



 4 

    demonstration before the membership committees.  Any piece exhibited shall not have  
    been -exhibited for the purpose of membership qualification or status maintenance.  
    Displays may consist of any combinations for the required categories to a minimum of  
    five pieces. 
2. Members will be encouraged to improve their skills. 
3. These maintenance requirements shall be done at the direction of and in cooperation  
    with the program and show chairman. 
Section 2: 
 (A) Minimum uniform criteria to qualify for membership within the field of minerals and  
      related earth sciences: 
1. Those persons desiring membership shall demonstrate their knowledge, capabilities      
    and individual interest through performance of one of the following: 
(a) Display examples of their interest of their own choosing through any of the categories  
     as outlined in the American Federation rules, excluding lapidary and jewelry.  
(b) Present an original paper of at least 500 words on any phase of mineralogy or earth  
     science, or present a prepared speech on the same subject. 
(B) Minimum level of required performance to maintain membership status. 
1. Annually perform any of the requirements for qualifying.  Any pieces exhibited shall not  
    have been previously exhibited for the purpose of membership qualification or status  
    maintenance.  Displays may consist of any combinations of the required categories to  
    specification of American Federation rules. 
2. Members will be encouraged to improve the quality of their collections a knowledge of  
    their subject. 
3. These maintenances shall be done at the direction of and in cooperation with the  
    program and show chairman. 
4. Two or more persons desiring to qualify jointly shall demonstrate their knowledge and  
    capabilities in accordance with the requirements set up in By-Law 17, Sec.2 Para. (A) 
5.  The decisions of the show chairman and/or his or her committee relating to qualifying  
     shall be final. 
 
The board proposes the By Laws read: 

Number 17: Membership  
Members are encouraged to improve their skills and knowledge of the lapidary arts and the earth 
sciences.  The demonstration of skills and knowledge of the lapidary arts and earth sciences is 
greatly appreciated. 
 

 
Treasurer & Grab Bags  ï Ron Snelling 

Our donations and grab bag sales at the 2009 Guild Gem & Mineral Show was a success.  We 
will once again be able to make a worthy donation to for a Denver Gem & Mineral Guild 
scholarship for a worthy student at the Colorado School of Mines.  We are seriously in need of 
grab bag specimens.  Please, fill those 5 gallon buckets with interesting minerals, fossils, 
and the like whenever you are out rock hounding, rummaging in the garage, or thinking 
about donating.  Thanks! 

 

Hospitality ï Janie Bennett 
Keith and Maxine Sheel will be bringing the hospitality beverage supplies.  James Klein and Bill 
Piety will be bringing the refreshments for the meeting.  Thank you very much for being the 
Hospitality Hosts for the March meeting!!! 

 
Historian - Marjorie Payne 

DGMG had yet another great show!  I would appreciate donations of photos/video from the show 
that anyone would like to contribute! 
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Membership ï Dave Sanchez 
I am working on re-doing the mailing list.  If you have not paid your annual membership, please 
take care of that at the next meeting, or mail it to me at: Dave Sanchez, 10001 W. 69

th
 Ave., 

Arvada, CO 80004 

 
Ways & Means ï Connie Garcia & Jim Dennis 

The annual Guild Silent Auction is coming soon: May 8.  We are asking all members to donate at 
least ONE item - mineral, jewelry, fossil, books, magazine collection, equipment,é..something 
interesting for the auction.  Bid slips will be available at the March and April regular meetings. 

 
Field Trips ï Bill Piety & Gideon Breithaupt 

Call Bill Piety @(303) 430-4311 for reservations.   Alternate: Gideon Breithaupt 

 
Possible: April weekend   Otero County   Bob Park  Large calcite nodules, w/barite. Possible replaced 

coprolites.  4WD recommended but not required.  Dirt roads.  Minimal to long walks.  4 hr. drive each way. 
May 16-17: Ruby Mountain Trip with collecting stops in Leadville, Buena Vista, Trout Creek Pass and 

Fairplay areas. Wayne Pound, 720-635-9314.  Passenger car accessible.  Overnight camping at Ruby 

Mountain with R.V. camping O.K.  Pot luck dinner at campground after hot springs soak.  Garnets, topaz, 

orthoclase, beta-quartz, gold, jasper and more.   

May 30: Smoky Hawk Claim (owner Joe Dorris)   Shuttle for non 4WD owners required.  Allow 3 hours 

each way.  Some of the best colored amazonite in the world w/smoky quartz & other minor minerals.  Very 

near Crystal Peak. 

June 6-7: Wig Wam (our club claim)  Passenger car accessible, but a few rough spots on gravel roads. 

Smoky quartz, topaz, multi colored fluorites, barite & other minor minerals.  Overnight dry camping 

available.  Pot luck dinner on Saturday night.  Other clubs will be invited.  Allow 2 hours each way. 

June 27: Harris Park (joint field trip at Littleton Clubôs Claim)  4WD highly recommended, but we can 

shuttle people several miles over a rough approach road.  Amazonite, clevelandite, smoky quartz, & other 

minerals.  Allow 1.5 hrs /way. 

Possible Mid-August to September weekend:  A Crystal Peak Claim with Goethite, fluorite, amazonite, 

smoky quartz, etc.   

 

Gloves, hoe pick, 2# hammer, chisel, pry bars, round nose shovels, newspapers, boxes.  Also: picks, gad 
bars, screw drivers, buckets, TP, wisk brooms, brushes, dental picks, egg cartons, up to 15 pound hammers 

& 35 pound pry bars.  Army trench shovels are great! 

Food & plenty to drink.  Boots, hat, sunscreen, sun glasses (protective glasses), long sleeve shirts, & 

grubby jeans, jackets for cold & rain.  Even an umbrella & small backpack, and ice chest could be handy.  I 

just throw it all in the truck & use what I need. 

 

Every month, except July, Bill might be available should anyone wish to take other field trips especially 

during the week.  Examples would be Devils Head-topaz & smokyôs, Taryall-blue & clear topaz, Crystal 

Peak, our old claim-goethite & amazonite.  Longer trips would be: Calumet-epidote, Antero-aquamarines, 

Grand Junction-barite, & Utah-numerous.  Try to give him ample notice.  

 

 
Tips & Chips Editor ï  Wayne Pound 

I am serving notice that I need to bow out of the honorable position of the Tips & Chips Editor.  I 
have enjoyed the opportunity to serve our membership in my role as editor for the last two years, 
but I have too many irons in the fire.  Perhaps, I can do it again after I retire in a couple of years.  
I have resolved to keep my one remaining strand of hair that still has color!   
 
 
 

ñThe 2009 Denver Gem & Mineral Guild  Showò 
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