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2023 SHOW SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 
There are many photos we want to share to show those who couldnôt get to the show to show them 

that was indeed   

THE GREATEST SHOW ABOUT EARTH! 

(At least in Jefferson County!) 

 
THIS SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO THE MARCH  

TIPS & CHIPS HAS SOME OF THE PICTURES MEMBERS TOOK DURING THE WEEKEND.  

Contributors to the photo galleries were  
Bob Johnson, Pete Modreski, George Daggett, and Beth Simmons 

 

Application for the DGMG 2024 show will be submitted to JeffCO after  
discussion about expanding the show to the conference rooms downstairs!! 
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2023 SHOW SPECIAL EDITION 
THE GREATEST SHOW ABOUT EARTH 

(at least in Jefferson County!) 

The show must go oné we kept sayingé and on it went! Despite the nasty subzero weather on setup days, we pulled it off! 
And upset most records of attendance, grab bag sales, and sales at the dealer booths. Thirty joined the Guild at the show! 
We hope we meet their expectations! I want to take this small space to thank the hardy volunteers who went beyond the 
calls of duty to carry the event off. Start on Wednesday afternoon with George Daggett who met the Garcia brothers to load 
the cases at the storage unit in Thornton. At the same time, Wendy Carley and brother Greg Wilson, Joe Walkowich and 
Gideon Breithaupt, and Heidi Utt and Matt Barta  appeared at the clubhouse (in subzero temperatures) to haul all the  
necessary suppliesðthree truck loads.  

On Thursday morning we descended upon the show hall to set up! Linda Burns and Joe Walkowich met with the  
fairgrounds operator to learn the ñropesò about checking in. Joe Walkowich and Heidi Utt helped with that procedure every 
day, too.  

Amazingly the scene was almost set by 11:30ðtables skirted thanks to Ralph and Joanne King,  Wendy Carley, Heidi Utt, 
Dale Peterson and Linda Burns.  Cases were erected and set up by noon thanks to many membersð Greg Wilson, Bob 
Pfeifer, George Daggett, and Fred Barnard, plus Chris VanCleave.  Electric lines were laid and connected thanks to Deb 
Baldwin, Felix Beall, and Wendy Carley.  

Coffee was up and running early thanks to Judy and Ron Knoshaug.  Exhibitors and dealers started setting up before noon. 
Then came lunch of chili dogs, a welcome hot meal for all. The whole time, Bob Johnson and Pee Modreski were busy  
taking photos and getting the fluorescent exhibit ready; then Jim Dennis (our secondðoldest member, aged 85) came and 
finished setting up the exhibit and the Genie in the demo area. Almost all was in readiness by 8:00 when the fairgrounds 
closed for the day.  

Friday morning when Linda Burns arrived at 8:00 and called the fairgrounds personnel to open the buildingðdealers were 
lined up (in the cold) with yet more merchandise and Sandra Lucero and her daughter, Nikki, with all the food stuffs for the 
kitchen!  Dave Sanchez brought his annual donation of wonderful breakfast burritos. Bob Johnsonôs heavenly Taco Soup 
was on the lunch menu. 

By 10:00 there was a line waiting to get in! Joe Walkowich was on duty at the front door, handing out door prize tickets,  
and Peopleôs Choice ballots and clicking the counter. Joe manned the front table for the majority of the show, aided by Fred 
Ceconi, Dan and Vicki Aber, Gail Walkowich, ñYam,ò Wendy Carley, Christine Stone, Hazel Gordon, Brian Kraft, Johnny 
McCormick, Melanie Hood, Felix Beall, and Christine Stone.  Joeôs voice boomed every hour announcing the doorprize 
drawing winners.  So, as usual, Joe did duty for three people, all of the time, including opening and closing, and sometimes 
did the jobs of four and five!  

Deb Baldwin, Wendy Carley, Greg Wilson, Fred Barnard,  Felix Beall, Dale Peterson, Melanie Hood, Heidi Ut, Johnny Gilbert, 
Reyna Rodriguez, Dale Peterson, ñYam,ò and Steve Dehn kept busy selling grab bagsðagain they sold out of our paper bag 
grab bags by early Sunday, and 300 cloth bags came in from CMS and Council, like last year.  And those sold out!    

Over 400 visitors came through the doors on Friday, including many recognizable Denver rockhounds.  
 
Saturday morning, a little warmer, dealers were lined up trying to get in the hall before 9:00 and visitors before 10:00 when 
the onslaught ensued. By the end of the day  1,300 people had come through the doors.  Bob Johnson and Heidi Utt 
donned the dinosaur costumes and entertained the kiddos a couple of times during the day. Everyone went home tired, but 
happy, on Saturday night!  

Sunday, even warmer, was a little slow in the morning, but by noon the hall was filled with show goers, 861 the final count.  

Moving out of the show hall takes less than three hours, an amazing spectacle to watch in itself. The exhibits came down by 
6:00 and cases were loaded onto the carts and out to the truck and trailer by 7:00 thanks to Gideon Breithaupt, George  
Daggett,  Greg Wilson, Fred Barnard, Pete Modreski, Joe Walkowich, Chris VanCleave, Gabe Crockett, and Bob Johnson.  
The tables were cleared by 7:00.   George Daggett accompanied the haulers (Sam Garcia and brothers Enrico and Joel), 
back to the storage unit. Sandra Lucero and her daughter, Nikki,  packed up the remaining supplies in the kitchen and 
cleaned it.  We got our regular thumbs up from Jack, JeffCOôs check out man, for cleanliness. Wendy Carley, Greg Wilson, 
Deb Baldwin, and Gideon Breithaupt stuffed supplies into their trucks for the trek back to the clubhouse.  Linda Burns, Hei-
di Utt, and Joe Walkowich went through the inspection process with Jack and waited until the final dealer packed their stuff 
and finally left by 9:00.    

Obviously many workers made quick work of an immense task! Next year, we are going to aim to have MORE  
VOLUNTEERS from the over 30 new members who signed up at the show (some of them volunteered this year!)  The Guild 
thanks everyone who stepped to the plate, but particularly new President Joe Walkowich who did the jobs of many, and 
Linda Burns who worked her butt off every day.  

It was interesting to see how many people were sticking with the masks at the show! It will become a new fashion trend, 
probably.  

Photos were taken by Bob Johnson, Pete Modreski, and Beth Simmons all weekend.  

THANKS TO ALL!!!        Beth Simmons, DGMG Show Chairman 
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THE DGMG 2023 SHOWðWe Certainly Strutted Our Stuff to over 2,575!   
Beth Simmons, Show chairman, Linda Burns, Dealer Chairman, Heidi Utt, assistant 

START to FINISH 

 

The sign in  Loading inñSam Garcia and 

George Daggett  
Skirting ñDale Peterson  Skirting ñWendy Carley  

Case erection -Felix Beall  Map consultation ñLinda 

Burns, Dale Peterson  

Enjoying a jokeð  

Bob Pfeifer, Sandra Lucero, 

Gideon Breithaupt  

Erecting fluorescent  

displayð Jim Dennis,  

Pete Modreski  

Grab bag salesñ 

Wendy Carley, Felix Beall, 

Heidi Utt  

Front table ñ 

Joe Walkowich,   

Fred Ceconi, Dave Sanchez  

A snowy, but sunny day  Grab bagsñ 

Melanie Hood  

Best dressed for the 

eventñFred Barnard  

A dino and DGMG  banner ñ

Joe Walkowich, Felix Beall  

A dino trio  ñ who was  

hiding in the costumes?  

Crowd at the front door  

Overall view of the show  
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Important Visitors & Club Funðminus photos of Roger Bennett, Luke Westervelt and Linda Snelling!  

 

 

Jimmie Klein (DGMGõs oldest member, 91)  

and Pete Modreski , the member who had the 

MOST fun all weekend!  

Milt Collum & Linda Burns  Chauncey Walden 

meets dino  

Gideon Breithaupt,  

Paul Blankenheim, Denise 

Blankenheim ,  & the dino duo  

Scenes in the kitchen ñdealer comment  

òThanks so much for putting together such a lovely 

show.  It really was spectacular.   I can't thank you guys 

enough and Sandra and whoever else made all that lovely 

food.   I simply didn't have time to get food together for 

all my helpers, and for them to have that home cooked 

gourmet food you guys put together was very special.ó  

 

 

Johnnie Gilbert enjoying the show  

Chief Cook & bottle washer, 

Sandra Lucero  

Trying to make us eat 

healthy!  

 


